IN THE NAME OF CHRIST
Feed the hungry
Clothe the naked
Forgive the guilty
Welcome the unwanted
Care for the ill
Love your enemies
Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you

SERVING WEXFORD & OSCEOLA COUNTIES
DECEMBER 2019

Our Mission
To mobilize the church, transforming lives
and strengthening the communities one person,
one family at a time with love, hope and dignity.

B E PA R T O F T H E “ Y E A R R O U N D ” S O L U T I O N
“And work for the peace and prosperity of the city where I sent you into exile.
Pray to the Lord for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare” – Jeremiah 29:7
We will soon be entering into a new year with a renewed sense of the sacred work that we get to be part of as we serve together
in Wexford and Osceola Counties. Our focus is on how we, everyone at Love in the Name of Christ, will allow ourselves to be used by
God to be “part of the solution”. There is so much to be done and we are working towards peace and prosperity for our area where
we serve together. For many people, Christmas brings out the best in them. They love the idea of sharing their love and generosity
with others through the holiday season, but as Christians, we are called to follow Christ on a daily basis…all year around. We are to
emulate Christ’s love to our family, friends, neighbors and total strangers alike. We are called to be the “salt” and the “light” in this
world. May this season encourage and inspire you to look for a new opportunity that gives you purpose all year around in 2020 and
beyond!
You will see as you read the stories in this newsletter that God has been doing some powerful things! The renditions you read
about come to us on a daily basis and our goal is to help in not only tangible ways when we are able and it is appropriate, but also
with encouragement and solutions.
In this edition, you will also read a testimony from a local pastor (*see article below) who has been touched by being an active
participant with his congregation as one of our church partners. We know there many others out there who have similar experiences and we would love you to share them with us in the future! When the local church is mobilized to be part of the solution, we
do indeed see lives and communities transformed in the name of Christ.
As we go forward into the new year, we are asking you to join us and pray for the welfare of our cities and this ministry! Your
faithful financial partnership enables us to journey toward redemptive solutions with people like Cal and Renee (see LOVE STORIES
on the next page) who reached out to us for help and support in their time of need. To be part of the solution with Love in the
Name of Christ you can…
Volunteer - Actively live out your faith by lovingly serving in your community. Join us in disciple making, reaching the lost, feeding
the hungry and ultimately striving to love others like Jesus does.
Pray - Pray that Love in the Name of Christ would be well equipped to continue mobilizing local churches, supporting the church in
its Biblical mandate to care for the poor in our midst.
Give - Your continued financial partnership with this ministry will enable us to expand our engagement with others like Cal and
Renee as we help be part of the transformation that God is bringing to this community.
Connect - To find out about more ministry opportunities with us, visit loveinccadillac.org or call 231-779-1888.
May your Christmas be filled with blessings and your heart saturated with an overwhelming peace in knowing Him,
Carol Dolan, Executive Director

*A Pastor’s Perspective - Pastor Chad Zaucha, First Baptist Church of Cadillac
“I have heard the subject of walls discussed a time or two in the past few years. Maybe you have too? I’ll leave the debate about the construction of walls along our southern border for another day. Of more immediate concern for me are the walls that I erect and hide behind
in my own community. I find safety behind my walls, not having to risk engaging with people who seem different than me. I find relief behind my walls, not having to step out of my introverted comfort zone. But I also find dissatisfaction behind my walls, knowing that I was
made for more than safety and comfort. I was made to be a part of something greater than myself. I was made for community--not just an
artificial community of my own making where everyone looks like me and thinks like me—I was made to be a fully participating, contributing part of the community in which I live. This cannot happen behind my walls.
One of the great joys of my current season of ministry as the Lead Pastor at the First Baptist Church of Cadillac is hosting Love INC’s
Higher Ground Family Learning Center on Monday nights. It has been instrumental in helping to bring down my walls and to learn what it
means to live in community. At Higher Ground I share a meal with people different than me. We talk about our joys and our sorrows, our
victories and defeats. We show genuine concern for one another’s needs. We acknowledge that we all have a lot to learn, and come with a
desire to grow. For a few hours on Monday nights we are a community without walls. And I am better for it.”
Higher Ground Learning Center is a great resource for anyone who has relational problems compounded by finances, or struggles with making ends meet, setting boundaries, raising a family, or just getting out of a cycle that is not allowing them to have the life they want. Call
231-779-1888 and learn more.

Names have been changed for privacy purposes.

Starting a new chapter in life can be so exciting! Different experiences and ideas can energize us and give us a new perspective. However, for others, change can be frightening and downright overwhelming. Cal lived with his mother in the
same house he had always lived in. Although he suffers with a memory problem, living in familiar surroundings with Mom
to help had always worked well for him. Then tragically, Cal’s mother passed away. Now for the first time, he needed to
figure out how and where he would live. Cal’s brother and sister could help by letting him live in the house that they now
owned if he would help with the expenses. Cal’s sister, Jenny, helped him reach out to Love INC, sometimes explaining
things for Cal to the intake worker. Jenny sounded very stressed after dealing with so many things for Cal and Cal himself
sounded bewildered. After telling Cal’s story, they expressed a need for paper and personal care products. Transportation
was also a concerning issue. Cal didn’t drive and relied on his brother and sister to take him to all of the places he
needed to go. This really distressed him because he wanted to be independent and not lean so hard on his family for
transportation. The intake worker at Love INC suggested that maybe some bus passes would help Cal to learn how to use
the public transportation system and then referred him to a member church for help with paper and personal care products. Cal and Jenny were so grateful for someone to listen to their story and affirm the good choices they had made so
far. Even small ways of helping and a loving ear to hear someone else’s struggles can have a profound effect on a person’s confidence in their own abilities and ultimately their quality of life. Mother Teresa once said, “Not all of us can do
great things, but we can do small things with great love!”
Being a home health aid was something Renee loved! It made her feel so good to help her clients but there were some
serious problems with the things her co-workers were doing. Some of these things conflicted with Renee’s moral and
Christian beliefs. Renee just couldn’t agree with some of the places she was told to take her clients to and some of the
activities that they were participating in. Sometimes drugs were involved. She felt trapped and unable to say no to such
requests and 17-19 hour work days were not uncommon, thus making her physically exhausted. Renee was also working
with a local agency because she “went through something in her life.” She was starting to realize her life was not over.
She just couldn’t continue in the way she had been living and asked God for HIS help. Renee ended up quitting her job
because she found another job at a local Christian facility - an answer to her prayers! Now she could help her clients in
a way that agreed with her beliefs. However, just as one problem was solved, another appeared. Renee had car problems and had no money to pay for the needed repairs. Now she could not get to the appointments scheduled for her clients and was unable to do her job. She was trying hard to live the way she knew God wanted her to, yet felt a sense of
despair because nothing seemed to be working out for her. She then turned to Love in the Name of Christ. After listening
to what Renee was going through, the intake worker at Love INC reached out to another local agency to work cooperatively in helping Renee. After talking with her and doing some paperwork, the agency agreed to help with Renee’s request
as well. The auto repair business working on Renee’s car agreed to let her have the car on a Friday afternoon with the
promise that the money would be delivered to them on Monday for the work that was performed. What a testament to the
trust that businesses have in Love INC and our fellow agencies! Renee was very grateful that her prayers were answered
once again and said, “Bless all of you that made this possible for me!”
I love the Lord, for He heard my voice; He heard my cry for mercy.
Because He turned His ear to me, I will call on Him as long as I live. Psalm 116:1-2

We are thrilled to have
Sheri Taylor as our new
Clearinghouse Coordinator! She is excited to be
part of a ministry that focuses on service to others.
She is an active member of
her church, has served
there in many ways over
the past 15 years and has
been part of our local community since 1994. She
and her husband Craig live in Cadillac and have
one grown daughter, Madeline.

Welcome to Love INC, Sheri!
What does GOD’s love require of me?
How do I know what is best?
How do I know what love requires? God’s Spirit
will always nudge me in the direction of the fruits
of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). When in doubt,
max those out! That’s what love requires!
Show LOVE in the Name of Christ.

Does this picture speak to you? We hope it does!
One of our most requested items is for work related articles. Highest on the list is steel toed
boots / work shoes for people to start employment in one of our local factories. The potential
employee may not start their new position without them and many of them have been out of
work and consequently do not have the necessary funds to purchase boots until
they get their first paycheck. This picture depicts a recent request.
A female client was happy to receive a pair of well used work boots that
allowed her to start gainful employment. At the same time, she was offered a
Bible since she didn’t have one in her home. In our minds, this is a win, win. We
gladly accept all used (still wearable) steel toed boots and shoes for our small
supply. We try to supply the incoming appeal first with a used pair. If we don’t
have the correct size, which often we do not, we will reach out to one of our
churches and mobilize them to make a purchase and sometimes meet the client
to do so to have an opportunity of helping someone right where they need it
most. The most requested sizes are women’s 7 & 8 and men’s 9 & 10, but requests vary and we would gladly accept any size. If you are looking for an opportunity to donate a “gift” to someone you may never meet this Christmas and are
willing to purchase a pair of steel toed boots or shoes, please consider this very
worthy request of setting someone up for success! These can be purchased locally and are usually in the $25-$50 range. Through your love, this gift would
make a huge impact on someone’s life. Christmas, my child, is love in action!

D I D Y O U K N O W ? Love INC has 4 budget counselors who are available and
happy to meet with anyone in need of some good advice and tips about spending
money wisely. We will help you organize your finances and create an individualized
budget. This is available year round. If you know of someone who could use this
“one on one” mentoring, please call Sheri at 231-779-1888 and we will gladly make
arrangements. This service is offered in both Wexford & Osceola Counties.

V o l u n t e e r

S h o w c a s e

We love our volunteers who so willing help us out! We would not be able to do what we do without them. In this edition,
we showcase a couple of volunteers from the ministry:
Marie Mercier (Love INC Office) has been a Love INC office volunteer for the past 10 years. She says,
“Volunteering has always been a part of who I am. God has blessed me with the time, love and passion for volunteering.”
Kathy Gulleckson (Manton INC Spot Store) is our volunteer for this edition. She has volunteered for 4 years. She loves the
great deals that are offered in the store and the friendly environment. She has been a blessing to our store and is always
willing to help with anything we need done.
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V ol u nt e e rs …

Current ways that YOU can help meet the needs of those around us …
*Transportation needs * Snow plowing * Firewood * General household repairs
*Join our wheelchair ramp team * Delivering Bibles (Osceola County) * Furniture pick up
*Box truck driver to Hudsonville (on rotation) * Resale stores in Manton or Reed City
*Skilled volunteers (technical, skilled work like builders, plumbers, and electricians)
At this time, we would like to give a huge thank you to Emmanuel Lutheran
Church in Cadillac for housing the Higher Ground Family Learning Center in
their building for many, many years! We truly appreciated the physical
surroundings, but also the compassion and understanding that goes along
with it to accomplish this! A special thank you to Cindy, Becky & Jayne for all the support and kindness
that they have shown us!
For the past couple of months, we have
had 23 volunteers in our building taking
calls that came in for Project Christmas
of Wexford County (final count was 624
families) and for Gifts for Kids of Osceola
County (final count was 188 families). A big thank you goes
out to each one of you who gave of your time to help others.
We could not do our part of these community wide Christmas
programs without you!

HOL IDAY
Are you an Amazon Shopper? If you are and
would like Love INC of Wexford & Osceola
Counties to receive ½ % of your sales, please
go to Amazonsmile and select us as your
charitable contribution.
Every little bit adds up for us!

T RE AS U RE S

There is still time left to shop for HOLIDAY
TREASURES before all of the Christmas
items are gone! The Christmas theme ends
December 31. For special sales, please
follow us on our FaceBook page—Manton
INC Spot or the INC Spot of Reed City

Hours of “The INC Spot” Resale Stores of Manton & Reed City are...
Monday through Friday: 10 AM to 5PM
Saturdays: 10AM to 2 PM.
Sundays: Closed
The stores will be closed December 24, 25 & 31 and January 1.

As t h e n e w ye a r a p p r o a c h e s , may we ask for your year-end giving to include Love INC?
Did you know that each $1.00 given to Love INC will produce over $20.00 of help and services to
those in need? Your financial support will help meet many needs and touch more lives for Christ!
Please make checks payable to Love INC and use the enclosed envelope or mail it to the address
printed below. Thank you. We praise God for your generosity as, together, we bring the presence
of Christ into our community.

OFFICE AND CLEARINGHOUSE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS:

Your financial gift is very much appreciated.
Please use the enclosed envelope to assist us.

The office will be closed December 24 through January 2

DUPLICATION? Do you receive duplicates of the newsletter? If you are getting
more than one of the Love INC newsletters (one at your church and one in the mail,
maybe?) please call us or send us the mailing address that you want stopped.
Thank you for helping us use our resources well!

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Pastor Tom Reinertson (Chair), Berniece Verbrugge
(Vice-chair), Mark Featherston (Treasurer), Pastor Tom Ball, Pastor Jim Mort, Gary
Pullen, Marlene Puska, Jennifer Mitchell, Jessica Kroes, Jerry Deer, Pastor Kristen
Coristine and Carol Dolan (Executive Director).

Love INC
P.O. Box 88
Cadillac, MI 49601
Phone: 231-779-1888
Toll Free: 877-633-0556
Website: loveinccadillac.org
Email: admin@loveinccadillac.org
FB: Love In the Name of Christ Cadillac
Hours: Monday-Friday / 9:30 AM-3:30 PM

With grateful hearts, the Love INC board would like to say “Thanks so much!” to all who were able to attend the
Annual Fund Raising Dinner at the Fox Hill Event Center. It was a great success! We had 212 people join us and
give generously towards the success of this night in a wide variety of ways. A special thank you goes out to our
auctioneer, Carl Kielbasa, who helped us raise funds from our live auction! We are indebted to Pastor Tom Reinertson for his fabulous job of emceeing as well as our speaker of the evening, Judy Coffey. The food was delicious, as usual, thanks to Brian Williams and his crew and was a big part of the wonderful evening experience.
We look forward to next year and your participation! If you enjoyed your evening with us, please invite your
friends and family to join you in attending again next year!

Anonymous

Backwoods Realty Company

Avon Protection Systems

Cherry Grove Nazarene Church

Arquilla Family Homestead

Amanda Nixon

Emington Schultz Agency

Jan & Phil Potvin

Mark & Jennifer Mitchell

The DK Design Group

Andrew & Susan Smith
Ken & Cathy Tacoma

THANK YOU TO OUR TABLE SPONSORS...
Baird, Cotter & Bishop, P.C.
Bit Social Media
Fox Motors of Cadillac
Highpoint Auto & Truck Center
Greg & Cecily Lambourne
Marlene & Marv Puska
Rob & Marcia Wieringa
THANK YOU TO OUR AUCTION & RAFFLE CONTRIBUTORS...
Annie’s Baked Goods
Deb Ballard
Betten Baker Chevrolet Buick of Cadillac
Blue Heron Café & Bakery
Bostick’s Drug Store
Breidenstein Oil & Auto
Francis Byard
Caberfae Peaks
Cadillac Java and Java Too
Central Professional—Mick Putman
Chemical Bank
Crystal Mountain
Designs by Elaine
Pat & Carol Dolan
Dollar General—Manton
Ebels Clothing—Laura Bennett
Ellen’s Corners
Emington Schultz Agency-Farm Bureau Insurance
Focus on Massage—Mary Ennenga
Forest Area Federal Credit Union-Manton
G & D Party Store
Heradurra’s Mexican Bar & Grill
INC Spot of Manton

Barb Jones
Just Kutz--Lorie Barnhart
Gary Kaberle
Carol King
Charles & Jackie Kroes
Jim & Jes Kroes
Lakeside Charlie’s
Peter & Doreen Lanc
Larson’s Floral
Carol & Tac Lee
Lil’l Cuppa Tea Trailers
McBain Quilting Ladies
Marcia McGiness & Vicky McLean
Sheila Mannor
Marie Mercier
Jennifer Mitchell
Law Office of Mark R. Mitchell PC
Janet Mort
Patterson’s Flowers
Jan & Phil Potvin
Primos BBQ
Ev Rexford
Sherry Ruetz
Save A Lot Stores—Tim Coon
The Shack Bed & Breakfast
Andrea & John Shoaf
The Sweet Shop
The Trend Designers
The Ultimate Gift Shop
Tom & Dottie Reinertson
Wesco
Wexford Jewelers
Don & Brenda Wilson

