April 2020

Our Mission: To mobilize the church, transforming lives and strengthening the communities
one person, one family at a time with love, hope and dignity.

From the desk of Kirk VanderMolen, National Executive Director of Love INC
Have you ever heard Love INC referred to as Love Incorporated? You may not know, originally Love Inc. was our name! The
name changed when our founder, Virgil Gulker, was in Fresno, California in the early 1980’s. At a vision casting meeting,
Virgil was introduced as the leader of Love Inc., but then added “In the Name of Christ”. It wasn’t a planned change; it was
spontaneous. “It stuck,” Virgil recalls, “and without any sort of branding campaign, it spread.” In the Name of Christ was eventually incorporated into our mission statement and serves as an ongoing reminder of our purpose, strength, and approach to ministry. Our purpose is continuing the mission of Christ to show and share the love of God. If our mission is Christ’s mission, it is
right to embrace His name wholeheartedly, joyfully and gracefully. Our namesake calls us to lead and encourage volunteers and
churches to bring Christ into conversations, offer prayer and spiritually encourage people. When our name went from Inc. to
INC (In the Name of Christ), it was an identity statement of our reason for existing, the means by which we will carry-on, and
the manner in how we live out ministry mobilizing local churches to transform lives and communities In the Name of Christ.
I am so grateful that many years ago, local pastors and churches stepped up to bring Love INC to Wexford County and later to
Osceola County. Together we make good decisions; together we show the love of Christ to all who reach out; together more
seeds are planted for souls to be saved and to spend eternity in Heaven! Praise God, for He has risen!
In Him,
Carol Dolan, Executive Director

Karri: Things were finally starting to fall into place for Karri. She had been homeless,
sometimes staying the night on a friend’s couch when she could. Karri had worked hard at
finding an apartment complex that would help her with the rent and a friend was even able to
lend her the security deposit. It felt really good to finally have the key to that apartment in
her hand, but there was one more problem to solve.
At her last place Karri hadn’t been able to pay her electric bill for a few months and
The heartbeat of
needed to find a way to pay off a past due bill before she could actually live in her new apartour mission.
ment. The rules were that the electric bill needed to be in her name and that wouldn’t happen
until the previous bill was cleared up. Karri worried that she still would not have a place to live if she couldn’t figure
out a way to pay that bill, so she called Love INC and explained her problem to the intake worker here. The intake
worker listened and brainstormed with Karri about some ways that a combination of people and agencies might work
together to help solve this problem. Karri listened and was excited to find out about programs she had never heard of.
She went right to work and made the recommended calls, filled out applications and got an interview with an agency
to be approved for help. Karri called Love INC back and told the intake worker the good news—they could help with
almost all of the bill, but she still needed to pay a copay. She was so close and had a little money, but could Love INC
help with the final step? The intake worker assured her that Love INC could assist her and offered additional help that
was needed. Karri is thrilled to have her new apartment and some furniture to get her started!
To promote self confidence, value and worthiness in each one of us, Love in the Name of Christ is designed to
not step in and do things that our clients are able to do for themselves. We encourage each client to use the gifts and
talents she/he has been given while receiving assistance from us. We also confirm that there are not duplicate services
being used while we utilize help from other organizations and agencies. Our prayer is that we are transforming lives
and strengthening the communities one person, one family at a time with love, hope and dignity.

Love Stories

Cheryl: Joshua 1:9 reminds us … “Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord
your God is with you wherever you go.” Cheryl was worried. Everything seemed to be running “late” these days.
She had started her maternity leave from the grocery store, but hadn’t counted on this new baby girl taking her time
arriving! Because she wasn’t receiving a paycheck, the rent had fallen behind. Cheryl had been blessed to find an
apartment and get moved in late in her pregnancy. Her co-workers had been helpful, giving her rides to work, and
also to her doctor appointments. Even the landlord had been helping her by letting her pay the deposit on her apartment in monthly installments. Everything had been going so well, but if she couldn’t pay the rent soon, the eviction
process would start. What should have been an exciting and happy time for an expectant mother and her 9 year old
son was quickly becoming very frightening.
At this point, a friend from work wondered if Love INC could help at all and suggested Cheryl call our number.
The intake worker listened to Cheryl’s “story” and was impressed with the things Cheryl had accomplished to try and
prepare for the changes in her current situation. She had been through a lot, with being on maternity leave, a new
apartment and an additional family member on the way. She was so relieved to learn that with a hand up from Love
in the Name of Christ she could stay on track with this “fresh start”.
Trust that God will put the right people in your life at the right time and for the right reasons!
*Names have been changed for privacy purposes

THE INC SPOT OF REED CITY
116 Upton Street
Reed City
231-832-9495
Mon-Fri: 10AM-5PM
Saturday: 10AM-2PM
Closed Sunday

YES PLEASE!
Financial donations
Furniture
Diapers
Household items
Baby gear
Clothing
Shoes
Small appliances
Linens
Books
Beds
Mattresses

THE INC SPOT OF MANTON
209 S. Michigan Avenue
Manton
231-824-4500
Mon-Fri: 10AM-5PM
Saturday:10AM-2PM
Closed Sunday

NO THANKS!
SORRY, WE’RE UNABLE TO TAKE
Car seats and cribs
Bicycle Helmets
Encyclopedias
Large entertainment centers
Large appliances
Items with missing parts
Items that are chipped, ripped,
broken or stained
Items with pet damage
Items with odors

PLEASE CALL..
231-779-1888
If you have any questions
about a donation.
SHOP
We are open to the public New items arriving daily!
Stop in regularly to find great deals!

LOVE INC
Love In the Name of Christ

11TH ANNUAL

LOVE INC

Saturday, June 13, 2020
8 AM Registration - 8:30AM Start
4 Person Scramble
$75 Per Person - Lunch Included
Cadillac Country Club on East M55

Fore!
Calling all golfers…
get ready for the “green” and join
us at our 11th Annual Golf Outing
Fundraiser. If you enjoy a day of fun,
18 holes with cart, good food, and contributing to the work of Love INC, please dust
off those clubs and join us…you know you
have been waiting all winter for this! Check
out the numerous ways you can sponsor
this event. If you are able to help us out
in any way, please contact us at 231779-1888. Register you and your
friends early and help make
this a HOLE IN ONE!

GOOD BOOTS
TAKE YOU GOOD PLACES!
Recently we asked that,
while you were thinking
of purchasing a gift for
someone at Christmas, if
you would consider donating a pair
of steel toed boots to us. Or, if you
had a pair of used ones sitting
around your home, would you like
to put them “back to work”? An
overwhelming amount of gratitude
goes out to all of you! We received
approximately 50 pair of used and
10 pair of new men’s and women’s
steel toed boots. WOW!! Already
in January, we were able to successfully help 8 people start employment! At an average of 2 requests each week, they won’t last
forever, but this goes a long way in
meeting this great need in our local
communities! Thank you for thinking of us and helping in this unique
and special way!

Opportunities to contribute include:
Gold Sponsor
Sponsor a Team of 4, 1 hole, 2 carts,
Banner on Railing & 8 Hand Grenades
$650 (save $115)

Silver Sponsor
Sponsor a Team of 4 & 1 hole
$350 (save $50)

Team Sponsor - $300 for 4
Luncheon Sponsor - $500 - Can be split
Score Board Sponsor - $200 - Limited
Putting Green Sponsor - $150 – Limited
Banner Sponsor - $225 - Limited
Hole Sponsor - $100 per hole
Cart Sponsor - $50 per cart
Donate a Prize for the Silent Auction

Because of YOU,
we have made a difference
in our community!
THOUSANDS
HAVE BEEN
S E R V E D
SINCE 1991

Call today to reserve your spot!
231-779-1888
OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Berniece Verbrugge (Chair), Gary Pullen (Vice Chair), Pastor Tom Ball (Secretary), Mark Featherston
(Treasurer), Pastor Jim Mort, Jennifer Mitchell, Jesica Kroes, Jerry Deer, Pastor Kristen Coristine and Carol Dolan (Executive Director).

Volunteer Showcase:

Nothing teaches hope, kindness, courage and compassion
like helping others and we love our volunteers who so willing help us. Allow us to introduce
you to a few….
Love INC Office- Marlene Stilson who has been a volunteer for over 15 years! She states
“ I love being here because of the positive and encouraging work environment.” We are
blessed to see her smiling face every Monday!
Reed City INC Spot Store- Cathy Karns has been volunteering for about a year. She states
“ I felt I needed to do something and not stay home as much. The people here are so friendly and welcomed me with open arms.
I love, love this job.” Cathy volunteers on Tuesdays and usually works with books and jewelry.
Manton INC Spot Store – Our volunteer of the month is Becky Vincent. She has been with our organization since 2009. She is
a wonderful volunteer and friend. Becky loves working for us, the people she meets and the fast pace. Becky has always helped
other volunteers when they needed assistance with anything. She is an amazing lady and we are blessed to have her as part of our
Love INC family!

We are here for you!
Some of the ways
Love INC can help….
If you have a need, please don’t hesitate to give us a call.
WE are blessed when we help others. Please have all
household social security numbers ready along with any
sources of income and names of case workers (if any).
Baby Formula
Backpacks/School Supplies
Bibles
Birth Certificates
Blankets & Linens
Budgeting Help
Bus Tickets
Cancer Funds
Clothing
Coats & Snow Pants
Laundromat Vouchers
Lawn Care
for Elderly or Disabled
Durable Medical Supplies
Food & Meals
Diapers
Furniture
House wares
Household Repairs

Hygiene Products
Linens
Mattresses
Medication Co-pays
Paper & Cleaning Products
Parenting Classes
Personal Care Products
Replacement IDs
Shelter Information
Socks & Underwear
Steel Toed Boots
Transportation
Wheelchair Ramps
Cancer Funds
Christmas Assistance
Special Occasion Wear
Utility Assistance
Work Clothing

In the year 2019 we had …..







2,616 Calls for help
2,164 Referrals made
2.135 Needs met
1,507 Hours volunteered in the Love INC office
6,364 Hours volunteered in the INC Spot Resale Stores
10,000+ Hours volunteered from Board Members, Higher
Ground, Truck Drivers, Fund Raising Events, Furniture Movers and so much more!
 PLUS 50+ Churches and their volunteers making this ministry work.

A call for help most times results in several referrals. When
we’re unable to assist in the specific way the clients have
requested, we can almost always help them in some other
way.

Current ways that you can help…
Call our office at 231-779-1888 for
more information & opportunities!
Furniture pick up
Transportation needs
General household repairs
Member of our wheelchair ramp team
Delivering Bibles – Osceola County
Box truck driver to Hudsonville on rotation
Resale store clerks in Manton or Reed City
Skilled volunteers (technical, builders,
plumbers, and electricians)

At our last completed session of Higher Ground, the following story was shared at volunteer
orientation. It was the story of a pilot, Charlie Plumb, who was shot down in Vietnam, parachuted safely and survived seven years as a prisoner of war. He later unexpectedly encountered
the man who made his parachute. Charlie Plumb who now gives motivational speeches all over
the country, asks his audiences, ”Who packed YOUR parachute?” You see… everyone has
someone who provides what they need to make it through the day. Charlie said he needed
many kinds of parachutes that terrible day, when he was shot down over enemy territory. He needed his physical parachute, his mental parachute, his emotional parachute and his physical parachute. He called on all those parachutes before reaching safety.
As you go through this day, this week, this month, take time to remember and recognize the people who pack your
parachute…and then ask, “Who’s parachute am I packing?”
We are currently in the middle of our spring session of Higher Ground Family Higher Ground Family Learning Center
Learning Center in Cadillac in Wexford County and Evart in Osceola County.
A place so safe that it feels like
What is Higher Ground? Higher Ground is an “arm” of the ministry of Love In
everyone is wearing a parachute!
the Name of Christ. It is a fun, free activity for the entire family and designed
to offer encouragement, support and a chance to make new friends. This inACT
Justly
cludes a home cooked meal for all, classes for adults, exciting programs for
LOVE mercy
kids ages 4-18, a nursery provided for newborn through 3 years old, AND a
WALK humbly
shopping experience for adults and teens who have earned “points” by particiMicah 6:8
pating in class. For more information about joining in, please contact Deb Booher or Jan Kage at 231-779-1888.

Wexford County Love INC Partner Churches
Buckley Tabernacle, Buckley - Food Pantry
Cadillac Christian Reformed Church, Cadillac – Personal Care & Cleaning Supplies
Cherry Grove Church of the Nazarene, Cadillac
Church of Christ, Cadillac - Diapers
Community of Christ, Cadillac
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Cadillac – Camp Bags
First Baptist Church, Cadillac - Bus Tickets & Food Pantry
First Christian Church, Cadillac - Linen Pantry & Clothe a K-5th Grader
First Church of the Nazarene, Cadillac
First Congregational Church, Cadillac
First Covenant Church, Cadillac
First Presbyterian Church, Cadillac – Snow Pants & Boots
Fresh Start Church, Boon
Life House Assembly of God, Cadillac - Food Pantry
Living Light Christian Church, Lake City - Bikes & Food Pantry
Living Word Ministries, Manton - Food Pantry
Northern Light Church of Cadillac
Revival Center, Cadillac - Food Pantry
Rollins Christian Fellowship, Manton – Special Occasion Wear
Seventh-Day Adventist, Cadillac - Clothing
Seventh-Day Adventist, Mesick – Personal Care & Cleaning Supplies
South Community United Methodist Church, Cadillac
St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Cadillac – Coats, Hats & Mittens & Scarves
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Cadillac - Durable Medical Equipment
St. Theresa’s Church, Manton
Temple Hill Baptist Church, Cadillac
Trinity Lutheran Church, Manton
United Methodist Church, Cadillac – School Supplies & Devotionals
United Methodist Church, Manton – Children’s Shoes & Boots & Air Conditioners
United Methodist Church, Harrietta
United Methodist Church, Mesick
Victory Tabernacle, Cadillac
Zion Lutheran, Cadillac – Socks & Underwear

A PAR T N E R C H U R C H ?
One church alone cannot deal with all the
complex issues of poverty. It takes churches
working together, across denominational lines,
to meet these multifaceted needs.
Love INC is a strategy designed to assist
Christian churches help their neighbors in
need. With a cooperative effort, we link
churches and community agencies to provide
effective help for the disadvantaged. We also
give congregations specific, manageable opportunities to serve—putting their faith and
love to work.
By becoming a partner with Love INC, we
strive together to be the best stewards possible of the variety of resources that God has
given us.

Osceola County Love INC Partner Churches
Augustana Lutheran Church, Tustin - Paper Pantry & Food Pantry
Calvary Baptist Church, Evart – Diapers
Chapel Hill Wesleyan Church, Marion
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Tustin
Crossroads Community Evangelical Church, Evart
Dighton Wesleyan Church, Tustin
Evangel Assembly of God, Evart
Evangelical Covenant Church, LeRoy
Evart Free Methodist Church, Evart
Highland Christian Reformed Church, Marion
Reed City Church of the Nazarene, Reed City
South Evart Free Methodist Church, Evart
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Evart – Children’s Coats, Shoes, Boots & Clothing
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Reed City – Diapers
St. Philip Neri Church, Reed City
Seventh-day Adventist Church, Reed City – Bible Story Books
Trinity Lutheran Church, Reed City – Personal Care & Cleaning Supplies
United Methodist Church, Evart
United Methodist Church, Reed City – Socks & Underwear

Your financial gift is very much appreciated.

Love INC
P.O. Box 88
Cadillac, MI 49601
Phone: 231-779-1888
Toll Free: 877-633-0556
Website: loveinccadillac.org
Email: admin@loveinccadillac.org
FB: Love In the Name of Christ Cadillac
Hours: Monday-Friday / 9:30 AM-3:30 PM

On behalf of our clients, we would like to express our sincere appreciation for your donation of any size that will
mean so much in their daily lives. May God richly bless you as you help those in need in our community.

I’d like to help meet the financial needs of Love In the Name of Christ
_____ I want to help with a monthly pledge of ____$25 ____$50____$75 ____$100
_____ I ’ll help with a one-time gift of $_____
Name _______________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________ State ______ Zip _________________
Please fill out the coupon and return it with your tax deductible gift to our address listed below. Thanks SO much for your help!
Make checks payable and mail to:
Love INC
PO Box 88
Cadillac MI 49601

