A big thank you to all who contributed to the $25,000 in 25 days! God
allowed this goal to be met and exceeded!
Should we be surprised that God continues to amaze us and create miracles in
our everyday lives?
Absolutely not!
Psalm 127:1 says “Unless the Lord
builds the house, the builders labor in vain.” We are so thankful that God
blessed this effort by urging many of you to send in your donations! Thank
you, thank you for entrusting us to be good stewards and let His love flow to
others through this ministry. “From Him the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in
love, as each part does it work.” Ephesians 4:16

OUR NEW PROJECT

- As a ministry that depends on charitable giving from our churches, individuals and businesses, we are always looking for ways to make our dollars stretch and good stewardship is constantly in
our hearts and minds. Many of you enjoy our newsletter
and we would like to offer the option of receiving it
in an email format to reduce our expenses. If you would
be interested in receiving our newsletter in this
way, please email us at designer@loveinccadillac.org or
call us at 231-779-1888 with your email address
and we will switch you over to this less costly method. If
you prefer to keep receiving this hard copy in your
mail, you don’t have to do a thing, it is our pleasure to
keep serving you in this way!
Our Sources of Support
Private & Business Contributions
Church Offerings
Donations of Goods & Services

Shopping at a Love INC Resale Store is not only a
way for you to get amazing deals on thrift clothes, items, and
furniture. It is also a way for your dollars to
be used by Love in the Name of Christ.
What better way to spend an afternoon than
thrift shopping to transform lives? And
don’t forget that Christmas is right around the corner!

and Profit From….

Located at
209 S. Michigan Avenue
Manton
Phone: 231-824-4500
Store Hours are
Monday—Friday 10AM-5PM
Saturday—10AM-2PM
and
116 West Upton
Reed City
Phone: 231-832-9495
Store Hours are
Monday—Friday 10AM-5PM
Saturday—10AM-2PM
Donations to the stores are always
welcomed and appreciated.

December of 2020

“ O NE CO M M U N I T Y , O NE CH U R CH , O N E S T O R Y AT A T I ME …
W E A RE C H A N G I N G T H E WO RL D T H RO U G H L O V E I N T H E N A ME O F C H R I S T ”
One story at a time…yes, each and every
day we hear a “story” of someone’s life. Having people sharing their “story” with you is a
privilege and an honor. One we don’t take
lightly. But behind the “story” is the transparent details of someone’s life, not always laced
with sugar and not always easy. Each story represents a life, a heart, a human being created
by God himself.
Transforming lives and our communities In the Name of Christ is a bold calling. While
we pursue that calling every day, we know some days can feel like successes, and others
failures. As our world is faced with tremendous challenges in this time of unrest and uncertainty, these “stories” continue.
While we were asked to work from home, we were able to continue to be open part-time
taking calls. The needs overall, while less in number, remained strong with despair and
hopelessness. To the people that we were able to help during this time, the impact was
huge for them and also myself. I was honored to be able to work in a different capacity and
learned many things. It is something I will never forget and it has changed me greatly for the better. Since we have been back full
time in our building, my role has changed back once again. The needs will once again climb as the additional help is depleted. I
am so thankful for the daily grace God allows me as we continue as a ministry to discern needs and mobilize churches and individuals to their full potentials.

"The story of Christmas is the story of God's relentless love for us." Max Lucado
At this time, I would ask you to pause, ponder, and pray about what this ministry means to you and evaluate where you can fit in.
The world, as we knew it, has changed in so many ways during this year of the corona virus. It has been a time of great learning and understanding. May it only bring out the best in all of us as we live each day for Christ and share His love and eternal promise for all.
Merry Christmas!
Carol Dolan, Executive Director

GIVING BACK TO GOD

Is Online Giving Your Thing? If the answer is “YES” and this method of
donating is easier, quicker and more convenient for you…check out our
website at loveinccadillac.org where you can now donate in this easy, fast
and secure way! No matter which way you like to give, we appreciate you!

This is us….
Love in the Name of Christ of Wexford & Osceola Counties
OUR HOME
OUR DREAM
OUR CORE VALUES
OUR LIFE
OUR FAMILY
OUR LOVE
OUR STORY

Love INC
P.O. Box 88
Cadillac, MI 49601

Wexford & Osceola Counties
One Unified Body of Christ
Redemptive Compassion
Encouraging, Equipping, Elevating Member Churches
Servant Heart Volunteers
Staff and volunteers “Loving On” people
Lives Transformed Demonstrating God’s Love

Phone: 231-779-1888
Toll Free: 877-633-0556
Website: loveinccadillac.org
Email: admin@loveinccadillac.org
FB: Love In the Name of Christ Cadillac
Hours: Monday-Friday / 9:30 AM-3:30 PM

Amy Grant: "Faith is salted and peppered through everything at Christmas and I love at least one night by the Christmas tree to sing and feel the quiet holiness of that time that's set apart to celebrate love, friendship, and God's gift of
the Christ child."
Mother Teresa: "It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you ... yes, it is Christmas every time
you smile at your brother and offer him your hand."

Britta was thinking of all the difficult things that had been happening in her life and in the world. She was separated from her husband and the divorce process was moving ahead, causing her to move in the middle of the pandemic. It
was a true blessing that a low income apartment was available and would house her, her 22-month old daughter and her
grandmother. Her grandmother was willing to move to this area so that she could help Britta with many things including
childcare. Britta’s daughter had a bed, but they had no beds for Britta or her grandmother. They had nothing to cook with,
no extra money to purchase anything and most things were shut down due to COVID-19. A temporary increase in government assistance helped cover the baby’s needs, but the other things were beyond her finances. She was referred to Love
INC to see if we could help. With most stores closed, supplies were limited, but a local family had donated a mattress that
was available as well as linens. We were also able to get her a few cooking items to get started with. By receiving these
basic, physically tangible items with help from local churches and individuals, it filled a great need for her. These gifts also
gave her confidence to keep going in the right direction with making good decisions. In the middle of such uncertain times
this young mother was shown, with certainty, that people care and are willing to share the love of God whenever possible.
Ben called the clearinghouse requesting help with his rent. He had recently been laid off from his job when his
factory closed due to the pandemic. He had been employed there just short of the time required to receive unemployment.
He had made the move from a long standing job at another factory for a better position at the new one when the shut down
occurred. This turned out to be one of those turn of events that no one can anticipate! He has two children which he described as “the light of his life” that he is able to have part-time. He had done everything he could think of to make money
including selling his only vehicle to help pay his rent, but he was still short. The day he called was his first day back to work
as the factories were allowed to reopen! We were able to find him some help from temporary local funding granted directly
for people dealing with difficulties due to the pandemic. He was assisted with some rent money until he received his first
paycheck and could go on. He was so appreciative that he could stay in his place providing a place for his children, riding a
bike to work, and being able to continue with what was once a tight but doable financial situation. Normally, to be able to
help in this way, it would not be possible with the funding that we have at Love INC. However, this is a perfect example of
how God directs this ministry to be able to have just enough, where we need it, when we need it.
*Names have been changed for privacy purposes.

“I started volunteering off and on about 2 years ago. My mother-in-law volunteers at the Reed City INC Spot as
well and she talked me into giving it a try. I didn’t know that I would actually have fun and enjoy the time and people there. The thing that I like about volunteering is knowing I make a difference. Even though it’s not all the time,
the work I do is noticeable. I like keeping the store clean and organized and interacting with people. Getting to sort
things that others no longer find a use for is exciting, especially when we come across vintage items! To me, volunteering is a selfless act of kindness. Love in the Name of Christ helped me when I had to start over with absolutely
nothing. I feel that taking some time out of my life to help with an organization that helps so many others is a great
way to pay them back for all the things they help so many people with. If you are looking for a way to pay anything
forward, I suggest volunteering. Not only will you be paying it forward to your community, it’s a way of paying it forward to yourself. Someday, it could be you needing the help of an organization such as Love INC. I am grateful
that an organization like Love in the Name of Christ still exists. I hope they continue the good work they do. It
wouldn’t be possible without the help of volunteers.”
Anna Hamilton – Reed City INC Spot Store

I moved to Reed City, MI in June 2003 to begin my tenure as the pastor of the Church of the Nazarene.
The first few months of any new assignment are filled with learning and discovery. In short time, my peers who
attended our local Ministerial Association introduced me to Love INC. This introduction began a partnership that
has grown for these past 17 years.
Love INC’s mission is to create a movement of churches who display the love of God to the poor and
needy within our communities. Serving and meeting the needs within the Reed City community is a priority for my
church, but it can be difficult to know where to begin. Properly assessing the needs and discovering the best way
to intervene in each circumstance is critical especially when resources are limited. It is here in the assessment
and evaluation phase that our partnership with Love INC has proven invaluable. With the help of Love INC, my
congregation has confidently and generously invested in countless projects.
Resources seem to always be in short supply, thus it is imperative to steward those with excellence. Love
INC’s faithfulness to creating personal relationships with each of their clients allows them the opportunity to thoroughly assess current needs. Along with this assessment, each client is graciously asked to investigate any habits or decisions that may have precipitated the need. Love INC’s faithfulness to these assessments proves their
commitment to their mission of helping bring about transformation in our communities.
Our partnership is a two-way street, for there are times when my church is contacted by Love INC to supply a particular need. At other times, we seek the help of Love INC to evaluate needs discovered on our end,
knowing that Love INC will help us best steward our church’s resources and make the most impact within our community.
The Body of Christ has long recognized the gifts God has granted to individuals as they endeavor to fulfill
His mission in the world, but I also believe He gifts organizations to fulfill a specific role as well. Love INC has
been specially gifted and is achieving her mission throughout our area. I know that the Reed City Church of the
Nazarene’s local ministry has been strengthened through our partnership with Love INC. I’m personally looking
forward to many more years of witnessing transformation within our communities as God continues to move and
work among us.
If you haven’t yet joined the movement, I strongly encourage you to do so. You, your church, and your
community will all benefit and God will be glorified!
Pastor Chris DeMott – Reed City Church of the Nazarene

We are Christian. Everything we think, say, and do, is in the
Name of Christ. Prayer is an integral part of who we are. We
follow Christ’s example of valuing people in need. We value unity in the Body of Christ. We value transformation in the lives of people and communities. We value churches living out the two great commandments to love
God and love their neighbors. We value building Christ-like relationships. We value the connectedness of the
Love INC movement. We model excellence. We value continually maturing in our capacity to meet people’s
needs.
Calling Volunteers… Make Love INC part of YOUR story
Current ways that you can give of your gifts include...

Delivering Bibles to homes - Wexford & Osceola Counties
Driver for transportation needs
Handy Man - general household repairs
Skilled Volunteers - technical, skilled workers like
builders, plumbers and electricians
Member of our wheelchair ramp team - help build ramps
Box truck driver to Hudsonville on rotation every 6 weeks
Furniture pick up - pick up donations from private contributors
Sorter at our resale stores in Manton or Reed City
Call our office today at 231-779-1888….Thanks!

OUR

MISSION

To mobilize the church, transforming lives
and strengthening the communities
one person, one family at a time
with love, hope and dignity.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Berniece Verbrugge (Chair), Gary Pullen (Vice Chair),
Pastor Tom Ball (Secretary), Mark Featherston
(Treasurer), Pastor Jim Mort, Jennifer Mitchell,
Jesica Kroes, Jerry Deer, Pastor Kristen Coristine,
Pastor Mike Horlocker and Carol Dolan (Executive Director)

