Our Sources of Support
Private & Business Contributions
Church Offerings

“Life is short and we have never too much time for gladdening
the hearts of those who are traveling the journey with us.
Oh be swift to love, make haste to be kind.”
Henri Frederic Amiel

APRIL 2022

Donations of Goods & Services

“The reason we have Jesus Christ first is because He is the reason for everything we do.
We want to emphasize that we follow Him. We don’t lead the way.”

and Profit From….

Journey - an act of traveling from one place to another. To trek, to wander, to take a ride or hike, make one’s way.
Located at
209 S. Michigan Avenue
Manton
Phone: 231-824-4500
Store Hours are
Monday—Friday 10AM-5PM
Saturday—10AM-2PM
and
116 West Upton
Reed City
Phone: 231-832-9495

We hope you can join us on Saturday, June 11, for the
Love in the Name of Christ Golf Outing. We look forward to
seeing you at the Cadillac Country Club on M55. Watch our
FaceBook page or website for upcoming details.

Store Hours are
Monday—Friday 10AM-5PM
Saturday—10AM-2PM
Donations to the stores are always
welcomed and appreciated.

Shopping at a Love INC
Resale Store ...
...is not only a way for you to get
amazing deals on thrift clothes, items,
and furniture, it is also a way for your
dollars to be used by Love in the
Name of Christ. What better way to
spend an afternoon than thrift shopping to transform lives?

Is Online Giving Your Thing? If
the answer is “YES” and this method of donating is easier, quicker and
more convenient for you, check out
our website at loveinccadillac.org
where you can now donate in this
easy, fast and secure way! No matter
which way you like to give, we appreciate you!

When shopping on line, please don’t forget to go to
AmazonSmile.com and select us as your charity
choice (Love Inc of Wexford & Osceola). It doesn’t
cost you anything and we benefit on most sales.
Every little bit adds up…THANK YOU!

Many of you enjoy our newsletter and we would like to
offer the option of receiving it
in email format to reduce our
expenses. If you would be
interested in receiving our newsletter in
this way, please contact us with your email
address and we will switch you over to this
less costly method. If you prefer to keep
receiving this hard copy in your mail, you
don’t have to do a thing, it is our pleasure
to keep serving you in this way!

Love INC
P.O. Box 88
Cadillac MI 49601
Phone: 231-779-1888
Toll Free: 877-633-0556
Website: loveinccadillac.org
Email: admin@loveinccadillac.org
FB: Love In the Name of Christ Cadillac
Hours: Monday-Friday / 9:30 AM-3:30 PM

I’d like to help meet the financial needs of Love In the Name of Christ
_____ I want to help with a monthly pledge of ____$25 ____$50____$75 ____$100
_____ I’ll help with a one-time gift of $_________

Please fill out this coupon and
return it with your tax deductible
gift to our address listed below.
Thanks SO much for your help!

Name ______________________________________________________________

Please mail it to:
Love INC
PO Box 88
Cadillac MI 49601

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip ________________

Her journey brought her to Cadillac. She was 40 years old and fleeing from a domestic violence situation. She had been in
the local women’s shelter and unbelievably her name had come up for low-income housing when nothing had been available
anywhere for weeks. She was so thankful that day to have her own place again. She was working at a local business and called
Love in the Name of Christ just wondering if we could help her out with a bed. She told us she didn’t really mind not having any
furniture, a bed or a TV. She was just glad to be in a “home” again.
We were able to purchase a new mattress for her at a local establishment, but she could not get it home in her small car. As
we climbed the staircase to her upper floor apartment, ice coating each stair, the wind whipped around us blowing the mattress
from our hands. We got it through the door and while a volunteer helped put the frame together, we had a chance to talk. She
described her journey and how she had gotten to this place in her life.
She broke down and said “I just couldn’t do it any longer. I am just too old”. We prayed together that God would continue
to hold her tight; that her job would be long-term and that she would get through this uneasy time in her life.
Within the next couple of weeks, we were able to help her with other necessities beyond the mattress and bedding with dishes, silverware and other basic
household things to get started.
In follow up, she let us know
that she was doing better and she
was making it on her own! Recently, I happened to visit the
business where she was working
and from afar I could see she was
still employed and working hard.
I am praying that she has been
able to add to her surroundings in
making her apartment cozy and
comfortable. I am hoping that she
has possibly found a church to
attend and made some new friends
at work and in the community.
For now, her journey has come to
rest in our community.
Our journey takes us many
places. It takes us to the home
where there is not enough food. It
takes us to school where the children don’t have warm coats to
wear. It takes us to work where
steel toed boots are required and it
takes us to the laundromat where
clean clothes are needed.
Journeys are usually fun and
exciting. Something we look forward to with anticipation. Going
on a journey can be out of the ordinary for most of us. Maybe it
includes an overnight to visit family, it may be a short vacation, or
possibly even a trip of a lifetime.
But our daily journey is different. Usually our everyday life includes chores and tasks, responsibilities and before you know it
the week is gone and we begin another. Our journey may look very different than our neighbors. The things we take for granted
may be scarce in the lives of others. Good relationships, basic tangible needs, love and support of family and friends…our journey could even have the ability to problem solve which is overwhelming or not capable for others.
God has set us on our own individual journey and everyone else on their own. When those journeys meet and connect is
when amazing things happen! Acting on the opportunities that God provides us by helping others improves their journey and
gives life to ours. Meeting temporary and emergent needs gives strength to those in desperate situations and conditions giving
benefits to both journeys.
Jesus made his journey to the cross on our behalf. His love, devotion and sacrifice enrich our ability to receive his gracious
redemption. Following Jesus Christ, who is the only One who can truly transform lives, we equip our churches and community
to love, serve and connect to people with dignity.
What you do really does matter. On your own journey, perhaps you may never know how much. On behalf of the families
that we have served together over the past 30 years, I thank you. Thank you for coming along on this “journey” with us.
On His journey,
Carol Dolan, Executive Director
Our Mission
To mobilize the church, transforming lives
and strengthening the communities
one person, one family at a time with love,
hope and dignity.

Our Vision
To see Christian churches united in purpose
and fully engaged in actively
living out their faith by lovingly serving
people in need in their communities.

Love’s Story from our Connection Center

A Pastor’s Perspective

“Love in the Name of Christ. How can I Help You?”

Pastor Scott Farrell, Calvary Baptist Church, Evart

Winter can be stunningly beautiful but it can also be awfully brutal here in Northern Lower Michigan. For our affiliate, Wexford - Osceola, we saw the brutality take its toll on our community in more ways than one. During these cold months many clients called in requesting
help because electricity had been shut off, gas had been shut off, or countless calls of people who needed assistance with propane. For many,
their pipes would freeze. Our heart would break as we heard people’s stories. However, in approximately 6 weeks time, Love INC was able
to assist 75 of the 88 clients that called in needing some kind of utility help.
One client in particular sticks out in all our minds. This gentleman called one snowy January day. “Love in the Name of Christ, how can I
help you?” “Hey, yeah, I’ve never done this before, but I…, well, need some help. I…need some propane.” “OK, sir, I am happy to help
you. What county do you live in?” For the next 30 minutes, I got to know this man. I learned he is a veteran who never applied for the benefits he deserves because he thought other people deserved them more than he did. I learned that he had moved here from South Carolina for
work but soon after, lost his job and had been doing side jobs to make ends meet ever since. I learned that he was living in a trailer on some
friend’s property, had no running water, and that his propane had literally run out the night before. No propane, no heat, no running water,
and no benefits to help himself. This man truly needed all the help he could get. But what got me the most was that all he asked for was…
propane.
I find it so fascinating that sometimes our need is so great that we often don’t even know what to ask for. I often wonder how many of us
suffer in silence because we are too broken, too silenced, or too proud to ask. I have learned that often our job in the clearinghouse is less
about asking questions and more about listening to that person’s story. A person can tell a lot about themselves over the phone if we allow
them to. I think that’s why we love our jobs so much: We get to hear people’s stories. Not only that, but we get to be the connection point of
those in need to the church. We get to be the staple that connects two worlds. After I heard the needs of our client, the clearinghouse swiftly
got to work. We started calling the churches that we knew had pantries available. Because of the connections to churches, Love INC was
able to provide our new friend with blankets, a warm winter jacket, items from the paper pantry, socks, and underwear. He was also given
information for the veteran services and a local church paid for him to have emergency propane until DHHS was able to approve his application.
I think we all learned a valuable lesson that day: For our client, he learned that it’s ok to ask for help. For us, the ones making the connections, we learned how crucial it is to keep those connections and meaningful relationships with the church at large. Without it, we quickly
lose opportunities for the sacred, tangible encounter of Christ that might be exactly what our clients have been waiting for when they hear,
“Love In the Name of Christ, how can I help you?”

It’s likely the most familiar passage of Scripture on love is found in 1 Corinthians 13
where Paul begins with the line "love is patient, love is kind." He proceeds to recite a
series of actions each to be undertaken for the good of the other. I have found, as a
pastor, that the desire to love is usually present in the hearts of believers in Jesus, but
the wisdom to know how that love should look in order to "be best for the other person" is not so easily sorted out. Anyone that has been a parent for 5 minutes knows
that love does not always show in the exact way a child expects. But love that is wise
navigates doing what is best for others. That is why the folks at Love INC are such a
blessing to our church family. With a simple phone call, they provide the resources to help people that have reached
out to our church for support and they are able to sort out how to best demonstrate love to those in need. Our church
is extremely generous (for which I am thankful) and wants to show love to our community in tangible ways. Love
INC guides us in how to do that with wisdom. The final verse in that section of 1 Corinthians 13 includes the phase
that love "always hopes." In our day, that seems to be what people need most...hope. By providing the support, network and wisdom that they do, Love INC is a resource for giving hope to those in need. I am deeply thankful for their
faithful ministry.
It has been almost 20 years since we last changed our logo. So why now?
When our previous logo was developed in 2003, smartphones, tables and
social media platforms like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter didn’t exist.
As new technologies and digital marketing platforms have emerged,
the way people interact has changed and graphic design has changed along with it.
So….

Journey of a Love INC Supporter

What exactly does this new logo mean?

-Anonymous-

W E A RE C ON N EC TOR S!

“I must say, I have tremendous heartache and disappointment in the way a good deal of Christians are presenting themselves during such times as these. Our hearts should break for others who suffer, not fill with indignation. I, for one,
will always be a "Jesus Freak" and feed the poor, clothe the naked and help house the lost and homeless. For this 59year- old who once was hungry, homeless (when a little girl) and needed shoes that fit, I
appreciate the help that was given to us. My mom struggled greatly when we were
young, raising us as a single parent in Detroit. My heart always has felt the gratitude for
those who stepped up and helped us. And maybe that is why Love INC is so special to
me. Now, today I have managed to be a successful entrepreneur that humbly continues
to have the heart of a servant to the Love Message. May we never forget our calling and
the reason why we are here today. Love always wins. Thank you for being on the side
of love. We need that more than ever before, ever before! Be strong always!






We connect community members to resources.
We bring people together and, in those intersections, they experience divine encounters with God.
We create scaffolding upon which transformation and growth is possible.
We create spaces where church volunteers and community members lives intersect and reciprocal transformation can occur.

In our new logo, you see the scaffolding concept elaborated on in elements such as patterns that represent the divine intersection of
disparate lives and elongated lines that visualize ongoing journeys.
Clean and versatile, this mark, like our ministry is about connection and transformation. We are so excited to launch our new logo and
cast our new vision for our journey with Christ in 2022. Our prayer is that our path always leads us and others to Jesus.

3 0 Y e a r s o f M i n i s t ry !

Love in the Name of Christ is here to help you actively live out your faith by lovingly serving in
your community and church. By actively volunteering in your church and in our office, you are
making disciples, reaching the lost, feeding the hungry and ultimately striving to love others like
Jesus does. Current opportunities we have here at Love in the Name of Christ are:
Transportation needs
General household repairs
Member of our wheelchair ramp team
Resale store volunteers in Reed City & Manton
Driver/loader for furniture pick ups with our trailer
Delivering Bibles to homes- Wexford & Osceola Counties
Box truck driver to Hudsonville, MI on a rotational schedule
Skilled volunteers (technical, skilled work, like builders, plumbers, and electricians)

30 Years of pointing families to the
local church and the love of Christ!

We celebrate and cherish special milestones like anniversaries for a reason. They represent
continuity and growth and a journey with Christ that has reached into many lives over those
years.
We celebrate every one of you that has given to the ministry in any way, whether that is
your time, talent, prayers, items for the stores, financial gifts and the list goes on and on. There
have been thousands of needs over the years and God has supplied them all through the hands
and feet of people like yourself. The journey of Love INC could not take the path it has without Jesus leading the way nor without you
joining in the effort. Thank you!
We are excited to see where God will lead
us next. How will Jesus be seen? What lives
will be transformed by the power of His love?
We set before us I Corinthians 13 where God
reminds us that love never gives up and love
cares more for others than for self.

Board of Directors: Pastor Jim Mort, (Chair), Pastor Kara Shaw (Vice Chair), Pastor Tom Ball (Secretary), Mark Featherston (Treasurer), Jerry Deer, Pastor Mike Horlocker, Jennifer Mitchell, Gary Pullen, Berniece Verbrugge and Carol Dolan (Executive Director).

