Our Sources of Support
Private & Business Contributions
Church Offerings
Donations of Goods & Services
and Profit From….

For connecting with us!
THANKFUL AND GRATEFUL are we for all the support of our two efforts in
fundraising this year…
Our 12th Annual Golf Outing in June

Located at

&

209 S. Michigan Avenue
Manton
Phone: 231-824-4500

Our $25,000 in 25 Days Direct Appeal in August.

Store Hours are
Monday—Friday 10AM-5PM
Saturday—10AM-2PM
and
116 West Upton
Reed City
Phone: 231-832-9495

We TRULY APPRECIATE the way you have supported us financially to continue the work Love INC does with the churches in our counties. We are here because local churches had a vision of how we could bridge the gap together. We
are still here because of your continued love and support to this ministry. Let’s
go into 2022 hand in hand and in it all repeat … “To God Be The Glory!”

Store Hours are
Monday—Friday 10AM-5PM
Saturday—10AM-2PM
Donations to the stores are always
welcomed and appreciated.

Christmas Shopping at a
Love INC
Resale Store ...
...is not only a way for you to get
amazing deals on thrift clothes, items,
and furniture, it is also a way for your
dollars to be used by Love in the
Name of Christ. What better way to
spend an afternoon than thrift shopping to transform lives?

Is Online Giving Your Thing? If
the answer is “YES” and this method of donating is easier, quicker and
more convenient for you, check out
our website at loveinccadillac.org
where you can now donate in this
easy, fast and secure way! No matter
which way you like to give, we appreciate you!

With holiday shopping ongoing, please don’t
forget to go to Amazon Smile and select us as
your charity choice. It doesn’t cost you anything and we benefit on most sales. Every
little bit adds up…THANK YOU!

Many of you enjoy our newsletter and we would like to
offer the option of receiving it
in email format to reduce our
expenses. If you would be
interested in receiving our newsletter in
this way, please contact us with your email
address and we will switch you over to this
less costly method. If you prefer to keep
receiving this hard copy in your mail, you
don’t have to do a thing, it is our pleasure
to keep serving you in this way!

Love INC
P.O. Box 88
Cadillac MI 49601
Phone: 231-779-1888
Toll Free: 877-633-0556
Website: loveinccadillac.org
Email: admin@loveinccadillac.org
FB: Love In the Name of Christ Cadillac
Hours: Monday-Friday / 9:30 AM-3:30 PM

I’d like to help meet the financial needs of Love In the Name of Christ
_____ I want to help with a monthly pledge of ____$25 ____$50____$75 ____$100
_____ I’ll help with a one-time gift of $_________

Please fill out this coupon and
return it with your tax deductible
gift to our address listed below.
Thanks SO much for your help!

Name ______________________________________________________________

Please mail it to:
Love INC
PO Box 88
Cadillac MI 49601

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip ________________

N o v e mb e r / D e c e mb e r 2 0 2 1

“ We w e re c re a t e d t o b e p a r t
o f s o me t h i n g b i gg e r t h a n o u r s e l ve s ”
As I pulled into the parking lot, I noticed he was gone. Surprisingly enough, the Bible
that we had given him, was also gone. The only thing that lay there was an empty alcohol bottle with a receipt showing that he had purchased it the day before at a local store.
As I gathered the items to be placed in our garbage tote, I recalled the events of the prior
day.
He was one of the first calls we took that Thursday. He had moved to our local area
to be closer to his son. When that didn’t work out, he moved to the shelter. He lost his place there because he couldn’t comply
with the rules. He had spent some time in jail. He worked for a few days at a local factory, but lost his job there. He was homeless and had nowhere to go. The weather was beautiful at this point, typical summer temperatures in Michigan, and his best option for the next four days seemed to be to camp. We gave him a tent and paid for 4 nights worth of camping until he received
his check that was owed to him from his job. He was hoping to get into a treatment center in a town further north of us. He
called the office the next day and apologized for passing out on our lawn. He told us that he thought that “it was meant to be”
that he mistakenly came here to our office instead of to the campground because, when he woke up, he found the Bible among
his things and his Mom always told him that wherever he went, he was supposed to take a Bible with him. He did let us know
that the treatment center currently had no openings and when we suggested an alternate place, he said he had completed that program twice, but was still dealing with his addiction. A few days later, he had left the camping site as planned and we had no
idea where his next journey would take him. His story turned out less than satisfactory in our eyes. He had a serious addiction
problem that he needed treatment for. Would he receive it? Would it help?
“We must take the steps we can, to deal with what we can, but the rest we have to leave with God.” This quote by Susan
Meissner hangs now in our clearinghouse. We are trusting God with each life we touch even if it doesn’t have a fairy tale ending. In this ministry we are planting seeds and praying that God sends His next servant to reap the harvest for people such as our
camping friend. At this time of year, when our weather has turned cold and a good day would include a warm fire and a great
book, I again think of him. It has been a few months since we heard from him….was our helping hand providing temporary
shelter enough to get him to the next one? Has he received treatment so he can figure out how to successfully navigate relationships with work, family and friends? So many of our clients give us the “warm, fuzzy” feelings that accompany the holidays.
The transformation is evident! The temporary, emergent type aid that they were seeking, in whatever form, has made their lives
productive and doable again. We need to remember that God loves us all equally; we are all on the same playing field. His children are as different as night and day. We are who we are, along with the circumstances and experiences we have dealt with in
our lives, that make up our being.
As you give to this ministry by praying, volunteering, financial means or contributing in other ways, may you be blessed for
helping, the easy to love and not so easy to love, children of God. May you realize if you grew up in a wonderful family or if
the efforts of your labors have rewarded you in other ways, that God has truly blessed you! As more and more people seek Him
and gain the promise of salvation that started with Christ’s birth coming in human form to save us all, may we gain insight into
His eternal plan. It is for every one of us should we choose it no matter what our circumstances. The greatest gift of all, that we
can share with all! May this Christmas season reveal new plans and purposes for YOUR life to further the Kingdom of Heaven…
In Him,
Carol Dolan, Executive Director
“We depend on the churches and that’s a good thing! It keeps us tethered together.”

Our Mission
To mobilize the church, transforming lives
and strengthening the communities
one person, one family at a time with love,
hope and dignity.

Our Vision
To see Christian churches united in purpose
and fully engaged in actively
living out their faith by lovingly serving
people in need in their communities.

When completing a follow up call to Richard to see how his family was doing, he explained to the clearinghouse
that his wife had an unexpected surgery and wouldn’t be back to work for a while. The loss of income would be a
struggle. The last time we had spoken to him he had gotten his energy bill under control and was now on a budget
payment plan. The intake worker asked if possibly food or personal care products might be of some help in alleviating this temporary financial crunch and he replied, “Absolutely!” He was given the referral and information he
would need to get these items from the church pantries. He said he really hadn’t thought of anything along those
lines and said we checked back with him “at just the right time”. Sometimes, when calling to see how someone is
doing, it can bring about just a moment of hope and encouragement and sometimes it can bring about a small
physical need with huge impact! We are sharing God’s love, mercy and grace - one person at a time in the communities around us.
*Names are changed to protect identities.

Pastor Scott Torkko . Zion Lutheran Church . Cadillac
“I came to the Cadillac community in May of 2009. One of the first things I did was to reach out to connect with
as many people in the community as possible. That’s when I was introduced to Diane Wood, then the Executive
Director of Love INC. She told me about Love INC and its origins in the Cadillac community and the way congregations worked together through Love INC. Twelve and a half years later, there is little doubt that Love INC
has been a vital part of the ministry I help lead at Zion Lutheran Church. From drawing Zion together with other
congregations to host Project Christmas, to helping us serve the community through Zion’s socks and underwear
side-door ministry, to being the first call I make when receiving a request from someone in need, Love INC has
helped connect myself to other congregations and to the Cadillac community. The Cadillac community and Zion
Lutheran Church would not be the same without the leadership of Carol Dolan, her staff and the Love INC volunteers. ‘We were created to be part of something greater than ourselves’. Love INC continues to prove the truth and
power behind these words.”

More Volunteers—Our Board of Directors: Gary Pullen (Chair), Berniece Verbrugge (Vice Chair), Pastor Tom Ball (Secretary), Mark Featherston (Treasurer)
Pastor Jim Mort, Jennifer Mitchell, Jesica Kroes, Jerry Deer, Pastor Mike Horlocker, Pastor Kara Shaw and Carol Dolan (Executive Director).

Carrie called into the Love INC clearinghouse with a request. She was just
starting a job, but didn’t have any money to do her laundry. She was getting a
foothold in supporting herself; she just needed a little help. After completing
the phone intake and looking at her income and expenses, the intake worker
provided a voucher from the laundry ministry to help her get her clothes clean
for the next two weeks until she would start receiving her paycheck. When asked if there was anything else that
she might need help with, her reply was that this was all she needed to get herself through!

Nila, a volunteer at the resale store, tells her story on how serving others in this way gives her life purpose. She
says, “I have always tried to find something that I could do. When I was home every day I got bored. I started volunteering here when the store opened and it felt good and helped me relax. There was a time when I was very
afraid of people. When my mother died, the only thing that made me feel good was to come to the store and they
helped me through it. I have made true friends here. I love the part that I am helping a ministry that helps other
people. There are things that I can do here that I never thought I could do. We give our hearts to people here. I
have found something I can do; I can make other people laugh. I have learned how to talk to people and now I like
them!”

Isabella received $6 for her birthday. When she saw her Mom writing a check for our recent $25K in 25 days
fundraiser she asked her what she was doing. Her Mom replied “I am taking some of the money God has given
Poppa and me and giving it to help people who might not have a house to live in, or gas for their car to get to work,
or food to feed their kids, as a way of helping God.” She then replied, “Oh, Momma, I got a lot of money for my
birthday! I can give some too.”
After getting her birthday money from her room she started to give all $6.00 and her Grandma said, “Isabella,
God only asks that you give $1.00 of your $6.00. You don’t have to give it all.”
She looked and thought for a moment, as kids her age do, and then she said, “Oh, I think I will keep $1.00. I had
a really good birthday cake and lots of fun with my friends. I think keeping $1.00 will help me get whatever else I
might want like candy or a cupcake (her favorite treat). God gives me lots of good stuff, I can help God too.”
May we all have the heart of this small child. To be obedient to the heart’s prompting of the Holy Spirit and
finding our purpose at such a tender age. Love in the Name of Christ absolutely LOVES this! Thank you, Isabella,
for allowing us to share your beautiful heart and story.

Make your time at Love INC part of your giving. Here is a current way that you can share your talents.

Delivering Bibles to homes - Wexford & Osceola Counties
Transportation needs
General household repairs
Skilled Volunteers - technical, skilled workers like
builders, plumbers and electricians

Member of our wheelchair ramp team - help build ramps
Box truck driver to Hudsonville on rotation every 6 weeks
Furniture pick up - pick up donations from private contributors (no truck or trailer needed)
Sorter at our resale stores in Manton or Reed City

